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The: Reegan admmxstratlon, in an
ofmrt: to shut oﬁf.Ieaks—and ensure |
that the crovemment speaks with one
voiceron natxonal security matters, has '
adopﬁed'a press relations policy. that .

appears to-be considerably” more re-’|.

stictive than thoaa £ rekus ad-':;

xmrz.stratxom : -y
= The-- Central Intelhgence Agency,

whxch in Tecent years occasiorally” pra—

-x,* ‘:

videds’ unc.aamﬁed background bnef-; ’
mg&to- reporters on request on a va=3 )

netyoi subjects from oil to-Afghan-*

istan’has now ended that policy on-| 7

orders:. from new Dlrector Wﬂlmm J
Cab,—;y_ i SR NEL
*i ke top-level Natxonal Qecnnty
Counml staff in the- White House, in-
cl'ldm, dozens of specxahs‘m who a!so
frequen‘d‘y prowded backg:ound m~ :

formatxon on defense and foreign pol-
icy: suh)ects in previous administra- .
tions” is now off:limits to reporters on_’

orders of the president’s natmnal se~ '

curity adviser, Richard V. Allen;*
At the departmenis of State ar.d
Defense,
welcome- reporters to: their ofﬁm on':
an informal basis, And ther& are stdl’
occasional - background: briefings - tod
provide a fuller. account of . adminis=/
tration- views on- issues in. whxch the”
officials domo the- bneﬁng cannot be ]

But in-'those. two': agencm, other
iroportant * information - sources - have

gone dry. These are the-daily puhhc' :

briefings by department spokwmen
where reporters- have one, of the few
-chances to get the- admmx.stratxon to

_explain policies on the record.”” =

By.tha-acownt of: many- expen;. A

enced reporters; tlwsereg\ﬂar hneﬁngs
‘bt both State and Defense are at their
' least. productive . point in_many years -]

“RTICLE APPEARED

OH ?AGE A8

= ety of subjects. When a quastion is

. ‘ment” or “I've got notmng fcr you on
-',that.” A

- §_scope«of his guidance, which-keeps |

" and say virtually nothing, particularly -
<'a_complaint about the gmdanoe be-

many-career’, ~ofﬁcm]s still S 'forxt."

THE WASHINGTON POST
6 June 1981

Ton A

{in the information -they- yield or the
; opportunities . to: extract -more - than
. what amounts~to a daﬂy vovanunent
pras relesse, 3
At the State Denartment, sno.(%-
“raan Dean I"Lschen a former newsman, |
_ asrives for the briefing with a sheaf of
- papers » each.day containing -official
department- “guxdance that 13~ pre-,j
~pared by senior specialists or a vari,

,-..‘,_,

“asked for which he has guidance, he
_turns to that sheet in his folder and.;
reads it. Nothing more is divulged.

»~One news "agency report»r noted_
" “that during & regular 45-minute noon
‘Liiefing at State recently, ‘the spokes-
man responded more than 30 times-
with “don’t know, can’t <ay, no com-.

Asked by The Post if tha narrow_
“him from: béing “informative,. bothers
“him; Fischer said: “The most difficult
, part ‘of my job. is to stand up: there’

about the Middle East. But that’s not

: cause I fully understand the TeAsons .

a3

THose reasons, he says, are to avoid |
" anything "that ‘could 3eopardzze us.
d.\plomatxc efforts, * - -inEy e
‘At the Pentagon, spo,mman Henryj?
E Catto Jr. was neither .a newsman | -
inor a defense ‘specialist before. takmg;;:
! over. pubhc affairs for an agency desl- ]
: ing with ‘some of the most. specialized.
: issues in: government. Thes.tone for-:
Pentat,on information policy appeared"
-to be set by Catto dunng his ﬁ:st

7

ermplin:

Trickle

‘:fomlal bnetmg May 19 when he told
ireporters there would no’ longer be

nean, information that was routinely
fgwen out by prev:ous admxmstratxons,»

“thh circwunspection when- they re!ate
: to sensitive internal deliberations.” -

“sosing a threat to national secunty,
_‘unauthonzed disclosures- tend to make

‘NSC experts, - ‘the: -intimidating; tone-

 "describing his foreign policy. - ,«n. %

:v-,,h
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any detailed accoun’ung of US. and
‘Soviet. naval power in-the. Mediterra-

even in & crisis.

- A month’ earlxer, Deputy Secretary’
of Defense Frank A. Carlucci put out
;2 chilling memorandum to the Pen-.
tagon bureaucracy warning " that.. un-*

‘authorized- disclosure of classifi ed in- |
formatxon, whether. inadvertent or m—-
tentxonal would not ke tolerated.

* While that may seem normal, Car—
luccl also teferred specifically to- es~|"
pxonaoe laws and ‘added .that “everr
‘unclassified matters should be treated

»—y\,——a._ T

* In- circulating Carluocls memo to
hlS -public information staff, Catto
"2dded a rota that-said aside from |

-our work more diffcult by stimulating |
_inquiries sbout. the subject matters
‘revealed. T am particularly concerned
“ that,_theré be no wounds of this type
mﬂmted by members of this office.””

! ~+The- combination of ;thess. factoxs
;-— the shuboff ‘of access to CIA and A

.used toward tha bureaucracy’ and the
‘low: information " content . of - pubhc:N
‘briefings at State ard Defense — may
geem within the Reagan ‘administra-
‘tion" to have ‘advantages in terms of
controlhno' information’ flow.” = - =
* Tt also may. be convenient for : an’
‘admmlstrahon ‘which hes not formed
policies on such key Isspes as relatxons
.with the Soviet Union and arms con-_
trol or, for that matter; has'not had a..
‘major public speech by the- prwdent
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